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(Green acres
dream carries
a big city price

ake Manhattan, just give me that
countryside.

Well, not Manhattan. Naper-
ville, maybe. We're talking about the
dream of chucking suburbia for green
acreage, fleeing tollway congestion and
g those nail salons for a slice of rural

e.

Pursuit of that dream is catching on,
according to U.S. Census data on Ili-
nois farmland. “Hobby farms” are hot,
trending upward from a low of about
21,000 in Illinois in 1992 to about 31,000
in 2002,

Also known as “specialty” farms or
farmettes, these small operations (10 to
49 acres) are attracting buyers who
make the leap from suburban Chicago
to as far away as it takes to get “a place

A smart home for the elderly

Matilda (left), a mannequin built at the University

of Florida to represent an 85-year-old woman living

by herself, wears sensors on her shoulders that let

a computer know her location and what direction she
is facing. A smart house demonstration project at

the university is meant to show how seniors with some
impairments can live at home longer.

CELL PHONE TECHNOLOGY

A mobile phone serves as
the link between sensors

: aced thro

in the country,” according to Jeff Wad- ﬁlause.a c:};gp?j':::r?;fwurk
dell, a broker for the Martin, Goodrich and the resident

& Waddell realty firm in DeKalb, ;

which specializes in agricultural prop-

erties.

Waddell says he’s seeing an intense
interest from Chicago-area buvers.
“These are people who want a couple of
cows and a horse or chicken” or mayvbe
a small marketable crop, he says.

“Most of the time they're collar-county

‘Smart’ experiment may hold key
to keeping seniors independent

: ’ By Lew Sichelman

transplants who live around rapidl .

suburbanizing areas. They're n:ll:l:t ci'ly i i

people but have lived on the outer

?.h(]]gt; and nlnw [by virtue of sprawl] AINESVILLE, Fla. — Meet Matilda. She doesn’t

in emselves in a city” realize 3 ' .
Thelr goal: to produce something for : %, but she’s helping frail and forgetful

aalband 10 considar thote hissrine & seniors remain in their homes long after living on SECURITY SENSORS

“farm.” Economics and land values are their own becomes difficuit. .

secondary to lifestyle for these ven- c | The resident will be able to

tures, Waddell says. !i Other With her curly blond wig and grannie glasses, Matilda —a see who is at the door on a

2 [T; L aﬁeﬁ 1 L”":E:}Jiﬂ:ﬂg}; with . smart home full-size mannequin — is playing the role of an 85-year-old monitor in each room and

Those m;ﬁ& getaway destinations — e features Widow who, like mostaging seniotsgyoids at all costs giving ﬁw? ;iﬂmh;Tﬂr " o
the second homes with acreage, whose If water leaks onto up her freedom and moving into an assisted-living facility a i 4
principal attraction is hunting or fish- the floor a sensor h in with her adult child |
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but dsnand and dev&lupmant have When the mail legion of weelirs 1ive Alokis longer as well as to lower the cost

pushed the boundaries, Waddell said. arrives, another af haalth care

“Now, we're taking them to Lee County, sensor notifies the !

or Ogle or LaSalle Counties.” resident. Matilda “lives” in a 550-square-foot “house” that takes up

How much do dreams cost? Ah, like

everything else in life, such properties k
have been “discovered.” If you want to With voice com

more than half the fourth floor computer lab in U of E’s
 computer science engineering building. It has a fully fur-

mands, the mobile _

iﬁg:niﬂn?ig;:: ;E; i,‘i:l“flﬂh;:m arca phone can be nished living room, kitchen, bedroom and bath. |
counties’ requireﬂ:tent of a 40-acre mjn!_ used to turn on In June, she will move to a real 2,500-square-foot home in APPLIANCE ASSISTANCE
imum “lot,” and those 40-acre lots are ghts, the stereo the on-campus Oak Hammock retirement community. But .
priced in the same league as 400-acre and television and ' NN The microwave is equipped
parcels, Waddell said. In other words, open and close for now, the “mockup” is doing just fine. with a device that recognizes
“hobby farmers” may find themselves the curtains. As is Matilda. Because built into her cozy but complete liv- a package's contents and how
competing with builders and big g ertionment i i mindboging of 4 tal long it should be cooked.

“Good farmland [in that category] is assistive-living devices, ranging from sensors that track an
$7,000 to $8,000 an acre in DeKalb : * ety
Cf;ﬂnt!r. A hé said. “In s unding elderly person’s whereabouts in the house to a microwave David Blankenship
areas, that would drop down to the
$5,000 to $6,000 range. As you get far- PREASCSEE: SR F1SE 6
ther from the city, it continues to drop,
to about $4,500 an acre.”

Pricing “recreational farms” is hard-
er because they tend not to be good
farmland, just beautiful or superb fish-
ing or hunting territory, and thus have

amore lusive pricetag. Teyreaso | | IMIted-equity co-ops remain an underused path to affordable housing

not subject to the 40-acre rule.

“You could build a number of homes | By jeanette Almada

1140 ctios of thmber Varstis 606 o0 VS | most market-rate apartment build-
- Special to the Tribune . § v = 8 ings, rding to Ernest Wallace,

farmland. In general, the farther east 3 T f: 5 4 o ‘ : mulmg?a;mha-andmumm co-

you go, the value goes up tremendous- When the residents of a Lakeview apartment | lﬂ 9 ‘1 'y &  ordinator at the Cook County asses-

l“uﬂiiﬂﬂ} an hour west of [the edges | PUlldinglearned that their landlord planned to elimi- A 0 suw

of] Chicage, they wonld be In the $4,000 | oo contros they o thed, 2 | o GUECL AL 2 16

The low rents had kept their building from being

to $5,000 [per acre] range. If we had any :
available in DeKalb or Kane, the value anﬂmmm]anupd qby: | !them gentrification all around them

would be very much larger than the In an eight-year process that began in the early
$7,000 to $8,000 per acre range.” 1990s, they worked with their alderman and a com-

Sound expensive? Maybe, but consid- ;
er what great thinkers, from Scarlett E‘;ﬁt&'”mdevelﬂmm Ko ityt:;-;? t“” convert their building

O'Hara's daddy to comedian Will Rog- The residents, through their corporation, agreed

percent tax level, whereas commercial
buildings, which include apartment
buildings with more than six units in
them, are assessed at the 33 percent tax
level,” Wallace said.

Yet, despite the ownership alterna-
tive that limited equity co-ops can
mean to low-income renters, such

ers, have said about the desirability of | that the amount of equity to be earned by any unit in housing remains an enigma in Chica-

land: They am} makin’ any more of the building would be capped, thereby preservingthe ~ The London Towne Houses Cooperative at 830 E. 100th St. go, where census figures show that

the stuff. Me? I'm heading for the nail apartments’ affordability for future buyers. 650,000 renters earn between $20,000

salon. While most owners of houses, condos and co-ops  hoods where market-rate prices and rents areevires-  and $50,000 a year, the target income group for limit-
expect to see meaningful increases in the equity they calating. ed-equity co-ops.
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MATILDA:
Smart home
for elderly

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

oven that automatically recog-
nizes entrees and determines
how long to cook them.

Connected to a computer net-
work, these and other devices
keep tabs on each other and —
most important —the occupant,
which is the reason for the elec-
tronic sensors placed discreetly
on Matilda’s clothing.

“What this home demon-
strates is the evolution from as-
sistive devices to assistive envi-
ronments,” says Sumi Helal, an
associate professor in the uni-
versity's Computer and Infor-
mation Science and Engineer-
ing Department.

Helal also is director of tech-
nology development for the U. of
F. Rehabilitation Engineering
Research Center on Technology
and Successful Aging, funded
most recently with a $4.5 mil-
lion grant from the National In-
stitute for Disability Rehabil-
itation and Research.

The research center was es-
tablished in October 2001 to pro-
mote independence and quality
of life for older people with dis-
abilities. The core focus is on
communications, home moni-
toring and smart technology.

The smart house project is
said to be the next great leap in
technology-assisted home care,
assembling what now is an as-
sortment of individual and dis-
connected assistive devices into
a coordinated, centralized com-
puter network that can observe,
respond to and communicate
with occupants, their caregiv-
ers and health providers.

Helal believes wholly inte-
grated assistive-living environ-
ments such as the one being test-
ed here are less than a decade
away from moving from experi-
ment into the mainstream.

“The technology is there,” he
says. “We just have to figure out
how to integrate the various
DHI”(E."

The home of the not-too-dis-
tant future works on three lev-
els of impairments: motor, cog-
nitive and therapeutic. Here's
how it might make life easier for
its aging occupants.

m Ifwater leaks onto the floor,
someone who does not see well
might slip on it and fall. But in
the smart house, a sensor alerts
the resident of the danger via
cell phone.

m When the mail arrives, an-
other sensor notifies the resi-
dent. That way, someone who
suffers from arthritis” or is
wheelchair-bound will have to
go to the mailbox only once.

m If someone comes to the
door, sensors locate the resident
and a camera beams the vis-
itor’'s picture onto a TV screen
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Matilda, a mannequin that represents an elderly woman, in her lighthousepointliving.com

University of Florida “home” full of assistive-living technology.

in the room the resident occu-
pies. If the resident wants to let
the visitor in, she or he can tell
the cell phone, which will trans-
mit a code that opens the elec-
tronic latch.

®m The microwave will “read”
a bar-code-like radio frequency
identification (RFID) tag on the
package and set the proper
cooking controls so the user
doesn’t have to punch in num-
bers or choose a power setting.

It also will tell the resident
how to handle the package and
notify her or him when the food
is ready via a video display in
whichever room the resident is
in at the time.

® The house also can keep
tabs on certain developing infir-
maties. For example, if the resi-
dent’s gait becomes slower,
which may be a sign of an im-
pending stroke, a monitor will
report the potential problem to
the occupant’s caregiver. If sen-
sors don’t pick up any move-
ment, someone will be notified
right away.

B The resident can enjoy
meals with children and grand-
children via television. “It's like
thev're actually right there with
you,” Helal says. “You can see
your son and his family on the
screen. You can even see their
plates and what they are eating.
It's almost real.”

m With voice commands, the
mobile phone can be used to
turn on lights, the stereo and TV
and open and close the curtains.

m When the occupant moves
from room to room, the house
senses it, turns off the television
monitor in the room the resi-
dent leaves, turns on the moni-
tor in the room she or he enters
and tunes in the proper station.

m If the resident can't re-
member whether the front door
is locked, he or she can ask the
mobile phone if the house is se-
cure. The phone will check the
doors and report back by voice.

While Matilda's house is a
place where Helal says “we can
try our ideas so we can see how
they actually play out,” none of
what’s taking place here is pie-
in-the-sky theory Pretty much
everything is off the shelf.

But it will take a concerted ef-

fort from policymakers, who

ﬁgﬁi’fﬁﬁﬁf&ﬁ;‘;ﬁ; ﬁfi Call or visit our web site to register

unwarranted invasion of priva- for our Priority Waiting List.
cy, and retailers, who must sell

products with imbedded RFIDs
that can be read by the sensors,
the professor says.

w2
Mostly, though, the responsi-
bility “will fall on the shoulders
of the construction industry”
which must decide to absorb the
S Old Orchard
new and remodeled houses.
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about to reach their 60s, Mann
says “a huge wave” of assistive
care needs is on the horizon.

Only 10 percent of people in
their 60s require assistance in
their daily lives, but half of
those 80 or older need outside
help with what were once life’s
simpler tasks — bathing, dress- . s o p
I].'].g ﬂﬂd I'Ememhering to ta}_lE - _ _ Uhfﬂf.dllrdﬂﬂ.
medications. A , |

“The real problem for how
we're spending health-care dol-
larsmgumgtuuccurmzu
yvears,” Mann says. “But many
people will need assistive care
before then.”

Mann, Whﬂ has spent more
than a degade studying how
technology can help alleviate
disabilities associated with ag-
ing, says his work has shown
that the elderly have a “tremen- b
dous need” for assistive devices. Visit Our Sales Center

His studies have shown that 1741 Maple Avenue, Evanstor 847 570 9500

seniors who obtain and use the (3 doors north of Century Theater - 26
devices tend to declin # OO0IR DAV OF LR, thosers -
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They also cost the health-care
system less.
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