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This was the 
first year the 

CDW was held 
in the Grand 

Ballroom 
in the Reitz 
Union, and 

we received 
lots of positive 
feedback from 

companies and 
students

Students take a 
break to enjoy 
pizza before 
going back to 
talk to recruiters 
about summer 
internships 
and jobs after 
graduating from 
UF

Student volunteers from ASCIE, 
Nahush Chaturvedi (L) and Joir-dan 
Gumbs (R)

The larger facility is a great addition to 
this event.  The quality and preparedness 
of the students was very high!

“
”- recruiter at the CDW

CISE CAREER 
DEVELOPMENT 
WORKSHOP
The 10th Biannual Career Development 
Workshop hosted many changes this 
spring.  On January 23rd, the CISE staff 
and student volunteers from ASCIE and 
ACM welcomed more companies than 
ever before to a new venue: the Grand 
Ballroom in the J. Wayne Reitz Union.  

There were more than 60 representatives from 15 different organiza-
tions: Harris Corporation, Bloomberg, McKesson, MicroStrategy, 
Microsoft, The Home Depot, Raymond James, Interactive Intelli-
gence, Innovative Scheduling, Infinite Energy, Inc, Disney, Amazon, 
the University of Central Florida, Ultimate Software and Totuit.  The 
change in venue had a positive impact on both students and company 
representatives, enabling more companies and students to flex their 
networking muscles.  There was a record-breaking number of more 
than 530 students that came to the CDW, excited and well-prepared 
with resumes in hand for recruiters.  Several of the companies re-
marked not only on the quality of the students they interacted with, 
but of the support from the CISE student volunteers in setting up 
and tearing down the company’s booths. u

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT:
Society of Women Engineers President, 
	 Sarvenaz Laussermair

We sat down with CISE Student, Sarvenaz Laussermair, to ask her 
about her experiences as the president of the student organization, the 
Society of Women Engineers.  Check them out @ swe.eng.ufl.edu

CISE: Describe your role in SWE.
Sarvenaz: As President of SWE, I work with and through about 20 
committee chairs and the other members of the SWE executive board 
in bi-weekly meetings to further the goals of SWE.

CISE: What are some of the goals of SWE?
Sarvenaz: The primary goal is to help women in engineering achieve 
and aspire.  We aim to attract women to the field of engineering 
early in college and focus on retention through having weekly events, 
socials, and industry networking opportunities.  We are also working 
on increasing the membership, and have doubled it to about 120 since 
I became president.

CISE: What do you see for the future for SWE?
Sarvenaz: I’d like to work on increasing our visibility on campus 
through events like ‘Mr. Engineer Pageant,’ a male pageant and 
networking with other student groups.  I’d also like to focus more 
on member leadership development, and give our members more 
exposure to industry, as well as higher participation in national 
conferences.

CISE: Do you feel supported by the CISE Department?
Sarvenaz: YES!  Very much so.

CISE: What made you choose CISE?
Sarvenez: Both my parents are computer scientists.  Also, I had a lot 
of support in my early classes through the tutoring center here in the 
Department.

CISE: Tell us more about your experiences with CISE.
Sarvenaz: They’ve definitely been positive: I’ve really bonded with 
the undergrad advisors, Todd and Paul.  They really made me feel 
welcome with their Freshmen Orientation Events.  I also love the 
CDW: that’s where I got my internship with American Express.

CISE: What are your plans for the future?
Sarvenaz: I am considering the 4-in-1 track, to pursue my Master’s 
degree at UF.  I see myself going out west after graduation, maybe in 
the California region. u
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John Bowers has been with CISE in his current position 
since 1992.  As one of CISE’s academic advisors, John 
is involved in everything from recruiting graduate 
students for admission to degree certification.  For 20 
years, no CISE employee has been more in tune with 
our graduate students.  Over 1,500 graduate students 
have graduated in the years that John has been guid-
ing students through the CISE graduate program.

John has worked for the University of Florida since 
1978.  In all, 24 of his 29 years of service have involved 
working directly with students.  He lives in Gainesville 
and is a proud UF alumnus, having received a BA in 
Political Science in 1990.  His hobbies include garden-
ing, cooking and reading.  He enjoys good movies and 
good times with friends.  John will retire from UF in 
2013, after 30 years of service, and we appreciate his 
dedicated service in CISE.

JOHN BOWERS,
Graduate Academic Advisor

STAFF SPOTLIGHT
Introducing:
CISE Postdoctoral Researchers

Regis Kopperuuu
Dr. Kopper is working with 
Dr. Benjamin Lok on an 
NIH-funded project to create 
virtual reality experiences 
using virtual humans to train 
allied health care students on 
how to diagnose a variety of 
critical, yet difficult to simu-
late, neurological conditions.  

Dr. Kopper works on creating simulations, developing novel 
interaction techniques, conducting large user studies to deter-
mine efficacy, and leading the curricular integration of these 
simulations at the University of Florida and the University of 
Central Florida.

Jose Nieves Vazquezuuu
Dr. Nieves Vazquez’ goal is 
to work with Dr. Ritter in the 
project “New Paradigms for 
Dynamic Learning in Lattice 
Neural Networks (LNNs)”.  The 
idea is to establish methods 
and techniques for dynamic 
learning algorithms in LLNs.  

The objective is not only to establish novel learning rules, but 
also to prove that these methods are as good or better than the 
current neural network methodologies in a variety of applica-
tions.  Currently, he is working with Dr. Ritter to develop an 
algorithm for clustering applications.

Yun Sick Sung

Dr. Yun Sick Sung is a postdoctoral 
fellow at the Mobile and Pervasive 
Computing Library at CISE.  His 
research interests include human-
robot interactions, programming by 
demonstration, pervasive computing 
and maching learning.  He is current-
ly working alongside Dr. Sumi Helal 
on smart house simulations in virtual 
spaces.  He is specialized in analyzing 
collected data using programming by 
demonstration.

uuu
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DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTER & 
INFORMATION SCIENCE & ENGINEERING
E301 CSE Building
P.O. Box 116120
Gainesville, FL 32611-6120

ALMUNI NEWS
Are you a CISE alumnus? Have you made the news lately? 
Awards, start-ups, significant appointments? If you would like 
your news to be considered for publication in the future 
CISE newsletters, please email it to us at newsletter@cise.ufl.
edu.  Be sure to provide us with your name, your most recent 
degree from CISE and the year in which you received it. 
We would like to hear from you!

DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTER 
& INFORMATION SCIENCE & 
ENGINEERING
E301 CSE Building
P.O. Box 116120
Gainesville, FL 32611-6120
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YES! I WANT TO SUPPORT CISE
Amount (please circle):
$1,000	 $500	 $250	 $100	 $50	 Other $ _______

Please choose a payment method:
Credit Card:
          Type:	 VISA	 MasterCard	 Discover
          Number:   ___________________________________
          Exp. Date:  ___________ / _________

Check: Please make checks payable to The University of Florida Floundation and note that your 
gift is for the CISE Department

______________________________________________________________________
Name
______________________________________________________________________
Address
______________________________________________________________________
City				    State		  Zip
______________________________________________________________________
Phone				    Email

Please return to:
University of Florida Foundation
P.O. Box 14425
Gainesville, FL 32604

Don’t forget your company’s matching gift form!


