[image: image7.jpg]



The Search for Binary

By James Nichols

DEVELOPMENT

I’ve always enjoyed Murder mysteries and puzzles so since the beginning of the semester, I knew I wanted to somehow incorporate that into my movie.  So initially I thought about having a murder mystery which changed into trying to find one person.  [image: image1.jpg]-
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Since my other projects had Curious George and Where’s Waldo, it seemed fitting to somehow look at including them in this one as well as some of the characters from Alice in Wonderland.  I talked with Joe, one of my roommates, about who the main characters should be and we had mentioned earlier about liking Reboot and decided to have the characters using them especially since I found a place that had their costumes, which would help bring the movie a little more alive.  After already working on the generic script (determining initial setting for the play as well as which character meets who in each of the scenes), I started filling in the details related to Bob and Dot.  I also noticed there is a picture on Dr. Fishwick’s door of the group of Reboot. 
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And of course I like puns (which are throughout the script) so when I hear “Binary Search” I think of searching for Binary.  So the character of Binary.  I wanted characters people would remember and like with their qwerks.  So I first drafted the list of the array owners as seen at the end of the script.  Next I determined which characters I wanted to be visited and then adjusted the list accordingly so I would hit them (especially based upon how Binary search works).  Note:  In using Binary Search, it doesn’t require the elements to be alphabetized, only ordered in such a way to be able to always eliminate half of the elements each time.  I did order the characters to make it easier for me but the clues allowed Bob to determine which side to eliminate in order to find Binary.

Note:  Windows Movie Maker wouldn’t allow me to create it as a complete movie, I have to break it into two parts, and even the filenames have binary in them!

EXPLANATION
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So this time, each of the houses represents an array    element, and tried to decorate the outside to be representative in some way of the character on the inside to make it a little more interesting.  There’s quite a few subtle computer jokes, such as each of the characters (both Bob and Dot) use their index fingers to “check the elements at that position”.  The conversation Bob has with Jack talks about already having the key but needing to find it.  Also, the 1’s and 0’s coming across the screen during scene changes also have a meaning.  The search space (a.k.a. the screen size at the end of the movie) changes smaller since     

binary eliminates area.  
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Upon continuing through the production, I thought having a map laid out might make it easier for people to understand how Bob is searching because the movie is comparing linear search to binary search.  In this case linear search makes 10 comparisions (including the lion) to find Binary and binary takes 5 (half the number by linear).  Even in the opening title, the text comes in from different directions and leaves in different directions, representing how linear search and binary search behave differently (in addition to Dot and Bob).
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I also liked working on the project because it relates to God and how everyone is searching for meaning and purpose in the world, which can only be found through Him and upon thinking about this, the clues came from scriptures in the Bible.   

I’ve realized quite a lot of thought and people goes into creating movies—sound, costumes, backgrounds, actors, special effects, etc.  It’s difficult to concentrate on all the areas as one person, so I tried to most focus on the symbolism and the story concept (because I’m a script/drama person by nature).
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