








Health and Healthcare Challenges

?? More than 14% of U.S. GDP is devoted to health care.More than 14% of U.S. GDP is devoted to health care.

?? Ratio of wage earners to seniorsRatio of wage earners to seniors
–– 4/1 (now)  4/1 (now)  
–– 2/1 (~2025)2/1 (~2025)

?? Average cost of assistive careAverage cost of assistive care
?? $60,000 / year / senior adult$60,000 / year / senior adult
?? Seniors visit the doctor 6 x moreSeniors visit the doctor 6 x more
?? often than younger peopleoften than younger people

?? The ratio of caregivers for atThe ratio of caregivers for at --home disabled will home disabled will 
decrease from more than 20:1 down to less than 6:1 decrease from more than 20:1 down to less than 6:1 
in 2030in 2030..

Economic RealityEconomic Reality

Demographic TrendsDemographic Trends



The European ‘care gap’ 

Source: SeniorWatch, 
2002
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